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Written submission from Scottish Land & Estates                                                                       

Scottish Land & Estates is a membership organisation representing landowners, 
land managers and rural businesses across Scotland.   We are grateful for the 
opportunity to make a brief written submission before the Environment Climate 
Change and Land Reform Committee meeting on 18th April.  This covers additional 
points that have arisen since the evidence session heard by the Petitions Committee 
on 8th December 2016.  

Members of the Committee asked to hear evidence on the SNH report “A Review of 
Game Bird Law and Licensing in Selected European Countries”, published on 24th 
February.  We believe that the report provides a useful summary of the law in other 
countries, and showed that in all countries surveyed it was the individual hunter who 
was licensed, with the main objective of sustainable management of wild quarry 
species, and where shooting is often carried out on publicly owned land.  The 
situation is Scotland is different; shooting nearly all takes place on private land and is 
largely of reared or managed wild species (thus ensuring a surplus is sustained) and 
no attempt has been made to compare the public benefits.  The report also made 
clear that illegal killing of raptors, which is the main premise behind this Petition, is a 
“widespread phenomenon” in Europe, indicating that the individual licensing system 
in EU countries is not in itself effective in resolving that issue. 

We believe that the current trend in raptor crime in Scotland shows that further 
regulation is unnecessary.  An important piece of new evidence is that on the 24th 
March, the Government published the 2016 maps and tables of raptor persecution 
incidents recorded by the police.  This showed an overall decrease of 26% over the 
year, from 19 down to 14 incidents, continuing a trend of declining persecution over 
the last five years.  While the problem is not yet eradicated, considerable progress 
has been made across all types of raptor crime and that is due to a combination of 
the tough legal regime, awareness raising and partnership working led by PAWS 
Scotland. We, and others, are committed to ensuring that this progress continues.  

We believe that any move towards any form of licensing system would undermine 
future partnership working without bringing any clear benefit.   

Lastly, we note the comments of the Cabinet Secretary in her letter to the Convenor 
of 7th March.  We agree with the recommendations in Professor Poustie’s report to 
update wildlife crime penalties.  In respect of ways in which firearms licensing could 
be used to prevent wildlife crime, this is already a potent measure with a wide range 
of crimes by a shotgun or firearms licence holder resulting in those licences being 
withdrawn.  We also agree that effective professional law enforcement is vital to 
secure evidence and that has to be carried out by the police with the necessary 
resources. 

Tim Baynes 
Director 
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